- ^                   History of JELdncatwn
Meanwhile there are a few aspects of education during
these last mediaeval centuries, besides the universities, that
demand brief notice.
THE FRIARS OR THE MENDICANT ORDERS came
into general control of higher education by the middle of the
thirteenth century. The Franciscans, or Gray Friars, were
founded in 1212 and the Dominican, or Black Friars, in 1216.
While the primary motive in the mendicant foundations
was ascetic, they, especially the Dominicans, soon devoted
themselves with their characteristic energy to philosophical
study and to the control of educational institutions. The aim
of the mendicants, differing from that of the earlier orders,
was to save souls, to control people, to build up the Church ;
and to do this they sought directly to control education. The
great Schoolmen were mendicants. Alexander of Hales,
Bonaventura, Duns Scotus, Roger Bacon, were Franciscans;
Albertus Magnus and Thomas Aquinas were Dominicans.
The prolonged antagonism between the Thomists and Scot-
Ists was but one aspect of the rivalry between these two
orders. The fact that they disagreed concerning important
theological doctrines and thus kept alive discussions and, to
a certain extent, the right of private judgment, was of great
significance in the intellectual life of the times; the fact that
each was at some time convicted of holding heretical doctrines
somewhat mitigated the gravity of the offense for others not
so powerfully connected, and postponed the day of absolute
control of opinions.
The Dominicans, or preaching friars, especially sought to
control leaders of thought and of the Church, and hence to
establish themselves at the universities. They soon had a
convent in every university town. Aiming first to " capture "
bachelor or master, they soon sought to control the teaching.
The dominance of Thomas Aquinas indicates a success oi
this ambition in regard to theology, at least. The Domini